Il6       THE     MAKING     OF     FEDERAL     INDIA
Lord Irwin, determined to create an atmosphere for the
acceptance of the Government policy as it emerged from the
first Round Table Conference, and to offer opportunities
to the Indian Liberals for bringing the Congress to the
Conference, released Gandhi and thousands of his followers ;
and the notifications declaring the working committee
(which is the Central Executive Council) of the Congress an
unlawful association was withdrawn. Two days before the
adjournment of the Conference in London, on January 17,
His Excellency, addressing the Indian Legislature, gave
definite indication of a peace-offering to the Congress. To
a section of the British public, this method of treating the
rebellious spirit may seem wholly unorthodox and even
damaging to British prestige in India ; but it was singularly
successful in handling a saintly rebel. It paved the way
for the capitulation of the Civil Disobedience Movement
and brought its leader face to face with the realities
of the constitutional problems. On the other hand, the
Indian Liberal leaders' confidence in the intentions of the
Government was greatly enhanced, and they hailed Lord
Irwin's gesture as " a miracle of statecraft/' The Indian
Princes welcomed the steps taken to negotiate with Gandhi.
As a result of a prolonged series of conversations between
Lord Irwin and Gandhi, a settlement was reached such as
would be described in a Parliamentary document as " agree-
ments " and in the Congress vocabulary as a " truce/' a
" pact," or even a te treaty/' It is an undeniable fact that
by entering into these negotiations, which continued for
several days, requiring no less than eight interviews with the
Viceroy and the Home Secretary to the Government of India,
Gandhi had acquired for the Congress a considerable political
prestige and for himself the position of a plenipotentiary. It
was, however, inherent in the policy adopted by Lord Irwin
that the prestige of the Congress should be pushed to a
great height so that in the event of a fall the injury would be
fatal. The reaction of the negotiations on the policy of the
Congress will be traced in the course of our narration ; here

